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necessary to deny the existence of pralaya.

Against this argument of the Mimamsakas, the
Naiyayikas point out that the tradition of caste system
would be maintained as it is done in other cases. In
other words, although it is a fact that apparently a
scorpion is produced from a scorpion, for instance,
yet it was first produced from cow-dung. Again, like-
wise, a tandulyaka (a particular kind of grass) is, at
present, produced out of another tandulzyaka., yet it was
first produced from the seed of it. Similarly, in other
cases also, namely, milk, curd, ghee, oil, etc., the first
product was not from that out of which they are general-
ly produced. So is the case with human beings, lower
creatures, Brahmanas, Ksattriyas etc. That is, although
these are at present found to be produced from their
own homogeneous class, yet, in the very beginning of
the creation after the Cosmic Rest was over, they were
all produced out of the ultimate forms of matter
under the influence of their respective adrstas accruing
fiom the deeds of the past ages.

4. Again, it is held that if there were a pralaya^
then all the previous usages and traditions of the em-
pirical world would have been lost and that there would
have remained no one to start such traditions again,
after the Cosmic Rest.

To this it is said, in reply, that in order to give a
start to the old usages and traditions, Ipara Himself
appears at the end of pralaya and through His Maya
performs all the necessary activities required to maintain
the old connecting link2.

In this way, the Naiyayikas refute all the possible
objections of the Mimamsakas against the real existence
of pralaya. Beside these, there are several direct proofs
to show that as there is a gradual deterioration in every
phase cf human life, it is inferred that some day or
other, the gradual degeneration would certainly end in

^ Vide BS., I. hi. $o along with QBha. on the same.